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Condakes  
 

We are now accepting applications for the Peter J. 
Condakes Summer Research Fellowship !  
This Fellowship is made possible by a generous 
donation from alumnus and geography major  
Peter J. Condakes (class of ­78) to support 
undergraduate environmental research.  
 
Application Materials are due by 5:00 PM on 
Monday, March 16, 2015 to Rachel Levitt 
(RLevitt@clarku.edu ).  

Atwood  
 

Save the date! The 2014 -2015 Atwood Lecture will 
take place on Thursday, March 19th in Tilton Hall, 
featuring Dr. Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Professor of 
Earth & Environmental Sciences and American 
Studies at the Graduate Center of CUNY University 
of New York. See page 13 for more details!  
 
Questions about Atwood can be directed to our GSG 
Of f i ce  Coord i na to r ,  Ka y la  Pe te rs on
(KaPeterson@clarku.edu ) 

Col loqu ium  
 

Spring 2015 Colloquium Speakers:  
 

March 12:  Kevin St. Martin, Rutgers  
March 19 -20: (Atwood) Ruth Wilson Gilmore, CUNY  
April 9: Rosemary -Clare Collard, Concordia University  

April 15: Amy Glasmeier, MIT  
 
 

Check out page 13 for additional upcoming 
events in the Geography department!  

reminders  

welcome   

η 

Greetings from Acting Director Jody Emel  

G 
G S 

Happy New Year!  Tony Bebbington is away on a much -deserved sabbatical and will be back in January 2016.  I 
would like to use this opportunity as acting director to write about the importance of geography in K -12 and be-
yond.  Understanding trade patterns, resource conflicts, land claims, political relations, remittance flows, migra-
tion patterns, war zones, people®s differing senses and knowledges of the ¯world°, climate change causes and 
effects (to name just a few)  -- all require geographic and historical knowledge.  Histories of various sorts are part 
and parcel of all educational opportunities in the US, but for some reason, geographies are more intermittently 
favored.   
 
Right now, the ¯No Child Left Behind° US federal law (formally known as the elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act (ESEA)) is up for reauthorization.  While geography is identified as one of nine core academic subjects in 
the existing law it is the only one that does not have a dedicated funding stream.  ESRI, the AAG, and numerous 
other institutions and corporations have made a compelling case for the funding of geography in primary and 
secondary schools.  ESRI has even made a $1 billion contribution of software to schools for use in developing 
geospatial skills among students.  The current draft reauthorization of ESEA, released by Senator Lamar Alexan-
der, the new chairman of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, does not mention geog-
raphy.   
 

I believe it is important for us as geographers to push our representatives to emphasize the importance of geog-
raphy in educating children to be citizens of the world as well as their own locales.  In a world that is witnessing 
more interconnectedness of markets, climatic impacts, politics and cultures, education should be preparing stu-
dents for a transversality that will foster understanding and dialogue, as well as, basic geospatial skills.  Many ob-
ject to the regimentation and testing -based results required by the existing ESEA; now is the time to make your 
voice heard in the public debate surrounding this very important reauthorization effort.   

  geography news                  spring 2015                         3 

η 

η 

η 

η 

η 



faculty news  
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2015  

Director of the Graduate School of 
Geography, Anthony Bebbing-
ton,  was awarded the 2015 AAG Dis-
tinguished Scholarship Honors for 
his "exceptional record of scholarly 
achievement and policy relevance in 
the fields of development studies, 
natural resource management, and 
sustainable livelihoods."  
  
Associate Professor Karen Frey , 
was awarded NASA grant to study 
the impacts of sea -ice thinning and 
retreat in the Pacific Arctic. See more  
 

Dr. Susan Hanson , Distinguished 
University Professor Emerita, former 
Director of the GSG, and member of 
the National Academy of Sciences 
has been awarded the Assocation of 
American Geographers 2015 AAG 
Stanley Brunn Award for Creativity in 
Geography for her intellectual break-
throughs in geography. See more . 
 
Dr. Hanson  has also been elected to 
serve on the Council of the National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS). The 
governing body of the NAS, the 
Council is made up of the Acade-
my®s officers and 12 elected mem-
bers, two from each of the NAS®s six 
Classes, or broad, related areas of 
science. Council members from 

each Class are elected by the NAS 
membership at large.  
Hanson is the first geographer to be 
elected from Applied Biological, Agri-
cultural, and Environmental Scienc-
es, the Class to which almost all ge-
ographers belong within the Acade-
my; this Class was created when the 
NAS reorganized membership struc-
tures some 15 years ago.  
 
The National Academy of Sciences 
was established in 1863 at the be-
hest of President Abraham Lincoln to 
provide independent advice to gov-
ernment.  Now, much of that advice 
comes from studies conducted by 
the National Research Council 
(NRC), the research arm of the NAS, 
which was established in 1916.  Ge-
ographers have long been involved 
in the work of the NRC and are fre-
quently called upon to serve on NRC 
committees on a wide range of top-
ics. 

2014  
A study that Professor Ron Eastman 
has co -authored was mentioned in 
the article, Ten Ways Remote Sens-
ing Can Contribute to Conservation . 
 
Associate Professor Chris Williams 
was awarded NASA grants to study 

carbon release and uptake in U.S. 
forests. See the full story here.  
 
Associate Professor Deborah Mar-
tin and colleagues, Joseph Pierce 
and James DeFilippis, were award-
ed an NSF grant to study govern-
ance in community land trusts.  
 

Director of the Graduate School of 
Geography, Anthony Bebbington , 
as well as Marco Millones, Clark 
PhD '11, Director of the Center for 
Geospatial Analysis at William and 
Mary, were invited to Peru at the in-
vitiation of the Peruvian government 
to to present the results of their re-
search  funded by Oxfam.  
 

Director of the Graduate School of 
Geography, Anthony Bebbington, 
was recently inducted into the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
See the full story here.  
 

Professor Yuko Ayoama has been 
awarded an Academic Writing Resi-
dency at Bellagio Center, Rockefeller 
Foundation in Bellagio, Italy. See the 
full story here.  

 

Be sure to check our website for the latest 
faculty updates: clarku.edu/departments/
geography/newsevents/newsfaculty.cfm  

http://news.aag.org/2015/01/aag-distinguished-scholarship-honors/
http://news.aag.org/2015/01/aag-distinguished-scholarship-honors/
http://news.aag.org/2015/01/aag-distinguished-scholarship-honors/
http://news.aag.org/2015/01/aag-distinguished-scholarship-honors/
http://news.aag.org/2015/01/aag-distinguished-scholarship-honors/
http://news.clarku.edu/news/2014/12/29/clark-geographer-receives-nasa-grant-to-study-the-impacts-of-sea-ice-thinning-and-retreat-in-the-pacific-arctic/
http://news.aag.org/2014/12/2015-aag-stanley-brunn-award-for-creativity-in-geography/
http://www.directionsmag.com/pressreleases/ten-ways-remote-sensing-can-contribute-to-conservation/425277
http://www.directionsmag.com/pressreleases/ten-ways-remote-sensing-can-contribute-to-conservation/425277
http://news.clarku.edu/news/2014/10/23/clark-u-geographer-awarded-nasa-grants-to-study-carbon-release-and-uptake-in-u-s-forests/
http://news.clarku.edu/news/2014/10/20/clark-u-geographer-awarded-nsf-grant-to-study-impact-of-scale-on-place-identity-and-governance-in-community-land-trusts/
http://news.clarku.edu/news/2014/10/20/clark-u-geographer-awarded-nsf-grant-to-study-impact-of-scale-on-place-identity-and-governance-in-community-land-trusts/
http://www.larepublica.pe/25-10-2014/areas-concesionadas-a-la-industria-minera-estan-en-las-principales-cuencas
http://www.larepublica.pe/25-10-2014/areas-concesionadas-a-la-industria-minera-estan-en-las-principales-cuencas
http://www.clarku.edu/departments/geography/newsevents/documents/InvitacioninformeMineriaAgricultura.pdf
http://news.clarku.edu/news/2014/10/28/clark-geographer-bebbington-inducted-into-american-academy-of-arts-and-sciences/
http://www.golocalworcester.com/news/clark-geographer-receives-prestigious-residency-in-italy
http://www.golocalworcester.com/news/clark-geographer-receives-prestigious-residency-in-italy
http://www.clarku.edu/departments/geography/newsevents/newsfaculty.cfm
http://www.clarku.edu/departments/geography/newsevents/newsfaculty.cfm
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2015 Doctora l  

News  
Juan Luis Dammert   had a book 
review featured in the journal,  
 Americas Quarterly , for his review of 
¯Resource Extraction and Protest in 
Peru° written by Moises Arce. The 
review comes with a monetary 
award.  
 
Kelly Kay  received an NSF DDRI in 
December 2014 for her dissertation 
research entitled, ¯In Trusts We 
Trust: Land Trusts, Conservation 
Easements, and the Growth of Pri-
vate Land Protection in the United 
States.° Funding will be for 2015.  
 
Dexter Locke is first author with J.  
Morgan Grove on a recently  
published paper in Applied Spatial 
Analysis and Policy. This paper 
shows where urban forestry pro-
grams are working in Washington, 
DC and Baltimore, MD, who they 
reach and who they are failing to 
reach.  

2014 Doctora l  

News  
Nathan Gill came in 1st place ($350) 
in the graduate student paper com-
petition at NESTVAL 2014 held at 
University of New Hampshire for his 
oral presentation entitled "Modeling 
Africanized honeybee distribution in 

the southwestern US with PRISM 
climate data."  
 
Nathan Gill led the Clark University 
Geography Bowl Team at NESTVAL 
2014 to a 3rd place finish out of 11 
teams.  The Clark Team only had 3 
members total while other teams 
had 4 members and 2 alternates.  In 
the past 4 years Clark has finished in 
the top 3, taking first place in 2011 
and 2012, and 2nd place in 2013.  
 
Mireya Bravo received the DGSG 
(Development Geographies Special-
ty Group) Gary Gaile Travel award to 
support conference attendance for 
the 2014 AAG Annual Meeting in 
Tampa.  
 
Mireya also received a 2014 Inter -
American Foundation Fellowship. 
Mireya will also attend the STEPS 
Summer School sponsored by IDS 
at the University of Sussex, UK in 
May 2014. 
 
Teresa Bornschlegl received a pre -
dissertation SSRC research grant for 
proposal writing for summer 2014.  
 
Alida Cantor received an NSF DDRI 
to support her dissertation research 
field work and writing, "Dust storms 
and dying lakes: Wastefulness, ben-
eficial use, and water transfers in 

California."  Alida also received a 
Horowitz Foundation for Social 
Change Fellowship to further sup-
port this research.  
 
Adrienne Johnson received the 
LASG (Latin American Specialty 
Group) best PhD student paper 
award for her dissertation research 
proposal at the 2014 AAG Annual 
meeting in Tampa. Adrienne also 
received a Skills Award for 2013 -14 
from the Clark University, Graduate 
Student's Council  
 
 

Ph.D. Degrees 

Conferred in  

December 2014  
 

John Lauermann  
Oona Morrow  
Kangping Si  

James T. Thatcher  
Luke Trusel  

 

Congratulations!  

Be sure to watch our website for the latest 
student updates: clarku.edu/departments/

geography/graduate/student -news/  

graduate student news  

http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/resource-extraction-and-protest-peru


graduate student news  
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American Geophysical Union  
conference | san francisco, CA | december 15 -19, 2015 

During the Fall semester, several Clark students and faculty traveled to San -
Francisco for the annual AGU conference to present their research. ¯With nearly 
24,000 attendees, the AGU Fall Meeting is the largest Earth and space science meet-
ing in the world. Now in its 47th year, the AGU Fall Meeting is the best place to pre-
sent your research, hear about the latest discoveries, trends, and challenges in the 

field, and network and make connections 
that can enhance your career.  
 

¯With more than 1700  
sessions, the AGU Fall  
Meeting®s scientific program 
spans the Earth and space 
sciences, offering something 
for everyone no matter their scientific discipline.°  
 

 

This meeting offers a unique mix of more than 23,000 oral and post-
er presentations, a broad range of general sessions, and an exhibit 
hall packed with approximately 250 exhibitors showcasing new and 
relevant research tools and services that could help scientists and 
researchers streamline their work° (fallmeeting.agu.org/2014/
welcome/).   

Ashley York (right), second year 
Ph.D. student, presents her  

research on sea ice influences on 
outlet glacier retreat in West 

Greenland.  
Second year GISDE students Molly Cox (left), 

Heather Cormier, Jiayue Li, and Matt Gibb  
present their research posters.  

Sam Berman, 5th year MS -GIS student, presents his 
research on chromospheric dissolved organic matter 

across a marine distributed biological observatory.  

(left) Claire Griffen, Blaize Denfeld, Sam Berman, and Ashley York  


