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Abstract

This article attempts to use the assessment template to assess the degree to which a culture of peace exists in the United States. This attempt establishes that available statistics enable us make comparisons with other economically developed nations and appraise the society’s strengths and weaknesses. However, as we attempt to make a fair assessment of the culture it will become clear that we need to articulate theoretical dynamics that can relate the different aspects of a culture of peace to one another.

Assessing the Culture of Peace in the United States

There are a number of major challenges to facilitating a culture of peace in the United States. These include the racism that is a legacy of slavery the growing discrepancy between wealthy and poor, and the tendency of the government to use the immense power of the society to achieve short-range national interests rather than world peace. The latter tendency has been exacerbated by the anxiety aroused by the attack on the World Trade Center and the rhetoric used to interpret the attack. 

Societal Norms

Education for the Peaceful Resolution of Conflict and the Practice of Nonviolence 

The United States is fortunate in having a history in which dialogue and compromise have played important roles. Its norms encourage people to take turns, to stand in orderly lines, and to obey laws. Its culture stresses cooperation as well as competition, and this cooperation is reflected in the national unity that is recreated after elections as well as in the extraordinary productivity of the nation. The United States has by far the world's greatest gross domestic product--over twice that of Japan, and almost equal to that of the 18 nations in Europe--and the sixth largest GNP per capita ($29,240 in 1998), exceeded only by Luxembourg, Norway, Denmark, Japan, and Singapore.


However, there is also an underlying strata of violence evidenced in a past history of domination of indigenous groups, in lynching and riots, and in the current violence and fear of violence reflected in the nation’s crime statistics. Although the country enjoys relatively good internal order, it has one of the highest homicide rates amongst the economically developed nations (9 per 100,000), exceeded only by Sweden and Finland. Perhaps most troubling is its extremely high rate of imprisonment. Not only is the rate of imprisonment over four times larger than any European country (554 per100,000 in 1994 and even higher in 2000), it appears to be the largest in the world, except for Russia and possibly China (whose statistics are not available).

Gender Equality and the Extent of Nurturance


 In the 40 most economically developed nations, women now outlive men by 6.5 years, have almost achieved equality in literacy (98.3% vs. 98.7%), and have exceeded men in school enrolment (91% vs. 88%). However, they still lack the power that men have. The UN has a gender empowerment measure that weighs the percentage of women representatives in government as well as the percentage of women managers, professionals, and technical workers, and their per capita GDP. On this measure, the U.S. scores a .71 (indicating that women have about 71% of the power achieved by men). Comparatively, this ranks the nation as 13th, well below Norway's .825, a bit better than the United Kingdom’s .66 and far better than Japan's .49. When we consider the percentage of women in government at the ministerial level, the U.S. ranks 5th with 26% of positions held by women. (The leaders are Sweden, with 43.5% and Denmark, with 41%.) In spite of some advances, a particular concern is the relative absence of women on official peace delegations.

Social Cohesion Based on Understanding, Tolerance, and Solidarity

The United States has developed an enviable cohesive power with 300 million citizens living in relative solidarity as indicated by the relative absence of civil strife or fleeing refugees. The government has laws opposing discrimination and numerous NGO’s, such as the Anti-defamation League and the NCCJ, work to promote understanding and tolerance. A good amount of this solidarity appears to be based on patriotism, a genuine love of America and its ideals (as captured in Woody Guthrie’s folk song, “This land is my land, this land is your land”). However, there is also a fair amount of nationalism, a feeling that the nation is better than others, and this promotes cohesion with images of others as inferior and as possible enemies. (For scales that distinguish patriotism and nationalism, see Kosterman & Feshback, 1989xe " Kosterman & Feshback, 1989"). One indication of such nationalism may be the reluctance of the nation to admit refugees. Although the nation admitted 524,000 refuges in 1998, this was far fewer than Germany's 949,000. In proportion to the number of its citizens, the U.S. admission (of about 0.2%) was about the same as that of the United Kingdom and far fewer than most economically developed nations (save for Iceland, Japan, Italy, New Zealand, and Spain.)
State Structures

Democratic Participation Rather Than the Authoritarian Imposition of Decisions

 One crude but important measure is the presence of elections and the percentage of people who vote. The U.S. has had continuous congressional elections, which have never been suspended (although one might debate the validity of those in the South during the civil war in 1862 and 1864). In the 1998 congressional election, 36% voted. By comparison, some nations, such as Saudi Arabia, do not have elections or the opportunity for contested elections. However, all of the more economically developed nations have elections with more than one political party, and all enjoy more participation than the U.S. Although Singapore had only 41% voting and Switzerland only 43%, the median percentage in the 25 nations with the highest human development ratings was 77%.

Although a few nations have penalties for not voting and the low political participation in the U.S. may reflect a general feeling of contentment, it would seem that many do not feel at all empowered by the voting process, and there is some concern that participation is being reduced by the large amounts of money required to win an election. This may have contributed to a cynicism that those in power are more beholden to special interests than on their constituents and to the alienation of those without financial resources. In fact, a number of races are now not contested because 90% of incumbents are reelected. Nevertheless, the possibility of elections (particularly on the local level) appears to contribute to a sense that democracy is alive, even if not completely healthy.

Open Communication with a Free Flow of Information vs. Secrecy and Manipulation 

There are existing measures of transparency and press freedom (including information on attacks on journalists), and the U.S. scores relatively well. It enjoys a press that, at least in the past, makes secrecy difficult. Further, the nation enjoys a great deal of access to information flows, with more internet access than any other nation (113 per 1,000). However, the increasing consolidation and financial control of press and TV makes it difficult for debate to occur unless there is controversy among elites. For example, there has been no real debate over the nation’s high military budget. In 2002,the U.S. scored 83 on the Freedom House press freedom ratings. . This is a decrease from its 1999 rating of 87.

Human Rights for All Rather Than Only Those Belonging to a Particular Group

The United States clearly advocates human rights and has a good record opposing torture. However, it still uses capital punishment, and this is disproportionately used on citizens from minority groups. In regards to human rights treaties, the U. S. has signed six and ratified three of the treaties. The other economically developed nations have signed and ratified all six. Perhaps the most troubling aspect of the nation's stance on human rights is its relative neglect of its poorer citizens. Amongst the most economically developed nations, it rates the lowest (18th) on the UN's human poverty index, with 21% of the population being functionally illiterate, 12% dying before age 60, and 14% below the poverty line (of $14.40 per day in 1985 dollars).

It might be objected that the reason for the relatively high amount of poverty is the relatively high number of citizens from minority groups. However, the nation spends only about 10 % of its GNP on education and health while the median figure for the European countries is 13%.

Policies Promoting a Just Environment

International Human Security and Peace-Building with Disarmament and Military Conversion Rather Than Military Domination and Uncontrolled International Arms Trade
 A commitment to international law and arms control appears to be the aspect of a culture of peace that is most lacking in the United States. The nation spends far more on arms than any other nation in the world and spends a greater percentage of its wealth on arms than any other economically developed country save for Greece, Israel, and Singapore. Even more disturbing is the fact that it is by far the world’s leading exporter of arms ($10.4 billion in 1998), almost 10 times as much as its nearest competitor (France). This contribution to a culture of violence is not equaled by its generosity in the form of aid. Although the U.S. gives a greater amount of aid than any other country save Japan, as a percentage of its GNP it is the least generous of all the economically developed nations. In 1998 it contributed only 0.1% of its GNP as opposed to Norway's 0.91% and a median of 0.27%. In fact, if we compare the U.S. to Europe we find that it sold twice as many arms ($10.4 vs. $5.3 billion) but gave only a third as much aid ($8.8 vs. $29.7 billion).

Sustainable Economic and Social Development 

 In terms of equitability within the U.S., there is a disquieting gap between the richest and poorest 20% of the population. The former consume 46% of the income and the latter 5%, so there is an 8.9 ratio in favor of the rich. Although this ratio is better then in the Russian federation (which is now 12.2) and much better than in many economically developing counties with small middle classes such as Mexico (16.2), Columbia (20.3), and Brazil (25.5), it exceeds that of all the economically developed nations save for New Zealand (17.4). In fact, the median ratio is Spain's 5.4.

It is difficult to assess U.S. impact on global equitable development. On the one hand, the world has benefited from the economic development promoted by the U. S. In the developing countries today as compared with 1978, life expectancy has risen by 10 years and illiteracy has decreased 50%. On the other hand, the distance between incomes in rich versus poor countries has increased from 44 to 1, to 72 to 1, and the gap within many countries has widened. Although U.S. aid has helped establish successful economies in a number of countries, the promotion of loans to dictators and policies that have decreased prices for export crops have perpetrated an economy that keeps many countries poor. Perhaps the best measure at this point would be the ratio of development aid that is given to debt payments received.

In terms of sustainability, the nation is doing well with reforestation and land protection, and average with paper recycling (where its 41% recycled falls in between Germany's 70% and Ireland's 12%). However, its 26% glass recycling is the second lowest in comparison to Switzerland’s 92% and to a median 62%. Of greatest concern are the wastes generated by the society. The nation has the highest amount of per capita municipal waste (720 kilograms in 1997 as compared with a median of 470). Its per capita CO2 emissions are the highest of the economically developed countries save for Luxembourg, and its per capita SO2 emissions are exceeded only by Canada and Ireland. 

On a global level, the poor environmental control and large size of the country combine to greatly contribute to the world's environmental degradation. Its CO2 emissions are 22% of the world's total and its hazardous waste generation is almost twice that of the Russian Federation and five times higher than Europe's.

Discussion

When we attempt to use the assessment template we discover that the major problem is not so much how to get reliable indicators (at least in industrialized nations), but how to integrate these in a way that enables us to assess what is happening in the culture as a whole. The difficulty in creating an overall assessment of the peacefulness of a culture is evident when we examine the U.S. There is a relatively strong culture of peace in many U.S. communities, with a substantial amount of cooperation and concern for the welfare of the community as a whole, and an increasing number of programs for mediation. Most conflicts are settled without violence and the emotional climate is good. However, there appears to be a growing gap between wealthy and poor so that social injustice is high, sections of larger cities are quite violent, and there are an increasing number of gated communities. Further, the society at large appears to be ignoring the fact that the U.S. is the leading exporter of arms and is failing to support the development of international law. At the time this is written, the society does not seem able to control an administration that is attempting to combat terrorism with unilateral actions. We need studies that explore the reasons for these discrepancies, and actions to correct them.

To achieve an integration of indictors, we need theoretical constructions, a “socionomics” for modern societies. There are a number of important theoretical ideas that are available from different fields of inquiry but these needs to be related to each other. Naroll’s (1983xe "Naroll’s (1983") concept of moralnets may be used to account for the internal peace of a society, but such normative reference groups involve a cultural homogeneity that may be difficult or even undesirable in certain societies. Further, a society may maintain a considerable degree of internal peace by cultivating external enemies. Gottlieb (1993xe "Gottlieb (1993") has advanced some interesting ideas about how persons could have dual citizenship, belonging to both a people (a moralnet or nation) and a state, but these need much more exploration. 

In regards to the U.S., Hearn (1997xe "Hearn (1997") has pointed out that liberalism is leading the US society to become increasingly anomic. Both the rhetoric of the marketplace and the rhetoric of rights emphasize individualism and individualistic choices that place personal welfare above obligations to others. He argues that the loving self-sacrifice that is needed for the raising of children and the maintenance of community requires a return to social institutions that support the formations of identities that value the fulfillment of obligations to others. Again, although we may grant the cogency of his analysis, we need to place an analysis of community in the context of societies that are subject to the forces of liberal rhetoric, a global marketplace, and an extensive arms trade. Finally, we need a psychology that will enable us to understand how personal choices affect a culture of peace. Ideally, the assessment of the extent to which different people live in a culture of peace will reveal these personal choices.
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