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HISTORY AND ASIAN STUDIES 181

CHINESE CIVILIZATION	Fall Term 2006

INSTRUCTOR:  Paul S. Ropp       	            OFFICE PHONE:  793-7213
OFFICE:  309 JEFFERSON 	 		OFFICE HOURS:  WTh 10:30-11:30 AM
EMAIL:  propp@clarku.edu								or by appointment

BOOKS TO BE PURCHASED:

Patricia Ebrey, China:  Cambridge Illustrated History
Patricia Ebrey, ed., Chinese Civilization:  A Sourcebook
John E. Wills, Jr., Mountain of Fame:  Portraits in Chinese History
Arthur Waley, Three Ways of Thought in Ancient China
Jonathan Spence, Emperor of China:  Self-Portrait of K'ang-hsi
Paul S. Ropp, ed., Heritage of China:  Contemporary Perspectives on 
	Chinese Civilization
Paul S. Ropp, Banished Immortal:  Searching for Shuangqing, China's 
	Peasant Woman Poet

	This course is an introductory survey of Chinese civilization from its beginnings to approximately l800.  It is designed for students with no prior experience in Chinese studies.  We will look at large themes and developments in Chinese history, and spend a good deal of time on the formative stages of Chinese civilization, especially the development of the Confucian, Daoist and Legalist schools of thought.  We will also look at each major dynasty for its main developments in politics, economics, and culture.  Our goal is not to memorize abstract material or names and dates, but to discover general trends and patterns in different areas of Chinese life.  

	We will generally have two lecture classes and one discussion class per week.  Discussions will center on the readings in Patricia Ebrey's Sourcebook, the essays in Heritage of China, and the English translations of Chinese works (included in the books by Waley, Spence and Ropp).  In addition to lectures and discussions, we will have an occasional film, slide-showing or video tape.  We will generally have two lecture classes and one discussion class per week.  Discussions will center on the readings in Patricia Ebrey's Sourcebook, the essays in Heritage of China, and the English translations of Chinese works.  In addition to lectures and discussions, we will have an occasional film, slide-showing or video tape.

	Grading for the course will be based on class participation, including weekly reaction papers due every Wednesday, two examinations and one 4-5 page paper.  The mid-term examination  will be in-class, primarily made up of short discussion questions, with the main topics announced in advance.  The final will be partially a take-home examination and partially an in-class examination, with the take-home questions given out two weeks before the due date.  Our goal is not to memorize names or dates or abstract material, but to discover general trends and patterns in different areas of Chinese life.   Final grades will be calculated by the following percentages:


	Class participation (& reaction papers):	25%			              25%
	In-class Mid-term Exam:				20%
	Paper on Chinese Politics and the Kangxi Emperor:  	25%
	Take-home Final Exam:				15%
	In-class Final Exam:				15%

	This course fulfills the History Perspective.  By reading and discussing many original works by Chinese writers, we will explore the ways historians work, reason, and argue, in reconstructing the past on the basis of written texts.  We will consider such questions as these: Why were these documents written?  What were the purposes and goals of the writer?   How did the writer’s purposes color the document?  How does the document illuminate the past?  We will inevitably find ourselves reflecting on China in relation to the West and our own experience, asking:  What is unique and distinctive in China's experience?  And, what are universal themes or concerns that we all share in common?  In the process of exploring a civilization quite different from our own, we will find in the end that we also learn more about ourselves, as we begin to see the West from a new perspective.  

 
	Weekly reading topics, assignments, and test dates are as follows:

Aug. 28, 30		Introduction to The Course; Geography of China

				Ebrey, China, pp. 6-22; 
				Ropp, Heritage, Intro. & ch. 1 (pp. ix-xxi & 1-14).

Sept. 4  		Labor Day (no class)

Sept. 6 		The Formation of Chinese Civilization.

				Ebrey, China, pp. 22-37;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook,  readings # 1, 2, 3, 4;
				Ropp, Heritage, ch. 2
				Wills, ch. 1.

Sept 11, 13	The Formation of Chinese Values:  Confucianism	

				Ebrey, China, pp. 38-46;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, readings # 6, 10;
				Wills, ch. 2.
				Waley, pp. 83-147;
				Ropp, ch. 5.

Sept. 18, 20	The Formation of Chinese Values:  Taoism	

				Ebrey, China, pp. 46-49;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, reading # 7;
				Waley, pp. 3-79.


Sept. 25, 27	The Formation of Chinese Values:  Legalism

				Ebrey, China, 49-55;
				Waley, pp. 151-196;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, readings # 8, 9, 11.

Oct. 2			The Qin Unification 

				Ebrey, China, 55-63;
				Wills, ch. 3;
				Ropp, Heritage, ch. 3, pp. 55-67, and all of ch. 4.

Oct. 4			In-class Mid-Term Exam


Oct. 9-10  		Mid-term Break

Oct. 11		The Development of the Imperial System in the Han Dynasty

				Ebrey, China, pp. 63-85;
				Wills, chs. 4-6;
				Ropp, Heritage, ch. 4, pp. 67-72;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, readings # 12-18. 

Oct. 16, 18		Era of Division and Sui-Tang

				Ebrey, China, chs. 4 & 5;
				Wills, chs. 7-9;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, readings # 24-26, 28-30.

Oct. 23, 25		Song and Yuan Dynasties 

				Ebrey, China, chs. 6 & 7 (pp. 136-189);
     				Wills, chs. 10-11;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, readings # 32, 35-41, 44-46
				Ropp, Heritage, ch. 4, pp. 72-85, and all of ch. 8.
.
Oct. 30, Nov. 1		The Ming Dynasty

				Ebrey, China, ch. 8;
				Wills, ch. 13;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, readings # 47, 50-52, 54-58.
				Ropp, Heritage, chs. 9 & 10.




Nov. 6, 8	The Qing Dynasty

				Ebrey, China, ch. 9, pp. 220-236;
				Wills, ch. 14;
				Ebrey, Sourcebook, readings # 59-62;
				Spence, "Kang-hsi's Reign" and chs. 1-3.
				
Nov. 13, 15		Qing Emperors Kangxi and Qianglong 

				Spence, chs. 4-6 and Appendices A and B;
				Wills, ch. 15.

Nov. 20		Paper (4-5 pages typed) due on 
			Chinese Politics and the K'ang-hsi Emperor.
	
Nov. 20		Literati Culture in Late Imperial China (Ming-Qing)

				Ropp, Heritage, ch. 11;
				Ropp, Banished Immortal, Preface and chs. 1-2.

Nov. 22-24		Thanksgiving Vacation
			
Nov. 27, 29		Literati Culture in the Qing 

				Ropp, Heritage, ch. 12-13;
				Ropp, Banished Immortal, chs. 3-9.
				
Dec. 4, 6		Literati Culture in the Qing 

				Ropp, Banished Immortal, chs. 10-16.

Dec. 11			Review for In-Class Final Exam


*** 	Friday, Dec. 15		Take-home Final Exam Due by 4:00 PM


*** 	Tuesday, Dec. 18, 1:30-3:30 PM	In-Class Final Exam

